The value of Homestar

Homestar

To keep costs down, design in efficiency and
quality from the beginning of the process.

During 2017 Homestar was simplified through
a comprehensive review by industry experts.
Homestar is now faster, simpler, and more cost
effective to accelerate the delivery of warmer,
drier, healthier homes.

•

Build in value International studies suggest
sustainably designed and certified houses
attract premium prices.

•

Better buildings 91% of NZ home buyers place
a value on natural warmth and 72% value high
energy efficiency.

•

Meet the demand Take advantage of the
growing consumer demand for houses that are
warmer, yet offer lower running costs.

•

Build quality Deliver houses that have longer
lifespans and a reduced need for maintenance.

•

Healthy houses Many design features enhance
the health of residents as well as contributing
positively to the environment (for example
increased insulation reduces energy costs).

•

Drier by design BRANZ research suggests 40%
of New Zealand houses have internal moisture
issues. A 6 Homestar-rated house will use less
energy and be less likely to have moisture or
condensation issues.

•

Build for sale A certified, high Homestar rating
provides independent assurance to buyers
about a house’s quality.

Homestar is a trademark of, and is administered by, the New Zealand Green
Building Council (NZGBC), a not-for-profit industry organisation that advocates
for a sustainable built environment. Homestar was created in collaboration with
government and industry stakeholders who share our objective of providing a
single residential rating tool for New Zealand homes.

Build
better with
Homestar

Homestar planning
Areas to consider early on are:
•

Make things easier. Hire a Homestar
professional in the design phase. A Homestar
professional can offer expert advice and
provide independent assurance about the
potential of the home’s warmth, comfort and
efficiency.

•

Design wall framing that fits a higher level of
insulation than the Building Code requires, for
a house that’s warmer in winter and cooler in
summer.

•

Specify a fully insulated foundation (including
slab edges on concrete) to reduce heating
costs – it’s much more difficult, and sometimes
impossible, to upgrade later.

•

Design in mechanical ventilation (in the kitchen,
bathroom and laundry) as standard in all your
homes to banish mould and damp.

•

Energy-efficient lights and water-efficient
fittings will reduce energy bills year on year.

Find out more at
nzgbc.org.nz/homestar

Find out more at
nzgbc.org.nz/homestar

Homestar: warmer, drier, healthier

Step up to Homestar

Homestar is the comprehensive, independent,
national rating tool that measures the health,
warmth and efficiency of New Zealand houses
and apartments, on a scale of 6-10.

Homestar assesses a house or apartment against
several categories including energy, health and
comfort, water, waste and materials.

The design and quality of your houses have a
major impact on the people who live in them.

A 6 Homestar rating or higher provides assurance that
a house will be better quality – warmer, drier, healthier
and cost less to run – than a typical new house built to
Building Code. That’s a powerful selling point.

1. Design: this rating assesses the full and final
plans from which the home will be built.

A 10 Homestar rating means you’ve built a worldleading house.

There are two stages to a Homestar rating:

2. Built: this rating occurs after a home is
constructed. It certifies that the features in the
Design rating have been fully implemented.

Find out more at nzgbc.org.nz/homestar

Oriented for
good sunlight

Double-glazed
windows

Better insulation
in ceiling, walls
and under floor

Energy-efficient
lights

Indicative guide only.

Homestar Professionals will guide you through
the process. Find an Assessor in your area
through www.nzgbc.org.nz – or consider putting
a staff member through Homestar training if
you’re working on a number of projects.
STEP 1: Registration
•

Ventilation for
moisture control

Your Homestar Assessor will help you register
your project with the New Zealand Green
Building Council (NZGBC); you will receive a
Homestar registration letter within two weeks.

STEP 2: Assessment

Eco-friendly
materials

Clean,
efficient
heating

Using Homestar as a framework for your
projects is a cost-effective way to ensure they
are warmer, drier and smarter while minimising
additional build costs.

•
Appliances
use less water
Fruit and veges grown
at home; native plants
to resist drought

Your Homestar Assessor gathers the relevant
documentation (e.g. building consent, design
drawings, proof of installation) and submits it
to NZGBC. This happens for Design and Built
ratings.

STEP 3: Auditing
•

NZGBC sends the paperwork to an independent
third party to be audited.

STEP 4: Certification

Access to public
transport and
amenities

•

Recycling
and compost

Once the final assessment is complete
and the Homestar rating is confirmed, the
homeowner will receive a Homestar certificate.
Congratulations!

