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Create Trust
Reduce Risk
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Britomart East
Building, Auckland
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Green Star is an internationally
recognised rating system for
sustainable buildings that adds
value, creates trust and reduces risk.
Green Star is a tool to support
stakeholders in the property and
construction sectors to design,
construct and operate buildings that
are more sustainable, efficient and
productive. Green Star also provides
tenants with a trusted mark of
independent verification to support
decision making.

About
A Green Star rating provides independent verification that sustainability has been considered
and integrated into all aspects of the building from site selection, design and construction.
Green Star rated buildings demonstrate leadership, innovation and environmental stewardship
and are a benchmark of best practice for sustainability. The higher the Green Star rating the
greater the environmental outcome.
Green Star credits are awarded based on the building’s environmental merits across a range
of categories.

Management

Energy

Water

Materials

Transport

Indoor Environment Quality

Land Use & Ecology

Emissions

Innovation

In New Zealand Green Star is applied to a wide range of buildings:
Office buildings
Office interiors
Industrial buildings
Education buildings
Custom buildings (such as libraries or community buildings)

The ratings are benchmarked
to meet standards set by Green
Building Councils internationally,
including Green Star in Australia,
LEED in North America, BREEAM
in the United Kingdom.
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Benefits of Green Star
Certification

"

Green Star certification positions
our properties and business for
the long-term. The 6 Green Star
certification of Geyser has played a
huge role in tenant attraction – they
are really interested in the green
features - and Green Star has
given us a platform to promote the
environmental and social wellbeing
of the building. Since we moved into
our offices there, our team hasn’t
experienced any sick days.
Marco Creemers, General Manager, Samson Corporation Ltd,
Developers of Geyser, 6 Green Star V1– Office Design and Built,
and Ironbank, 5 Green Star – Office Built V1.

A certified rating provides trusted, compelling evidence to clients, peers and the public that a
building project has achieved its environmental goals.

Risk
management

Green Star’s environmental credentials reduce the risk of a building becoming obsolete amidst
changing resource prices and political drivers. Internationally governments are increasingly
mandating green principles and energy efficiency requirements.

Market
differentiation

Best practice
benchmarking
Tenant
attraction

"

Geyser Building, Auckland, 6 Green Star – Office Design and Built V1

Trust

Higher lease/sale
prices and shorter
vacancy periods

A certified rating differentiates a building in a competitive marketplace providing leverage for profile
and publicity.

Certification of a building defines its market-leading status and confirms adherence to international
best practice standards.
Green Star provides evidence that buildings meet high standards for health and indoor environment
quality.

International evidence shows buildings with certified ratings command higher lease/sale prices; and
have shorter vacancy periods in a recession. The NZ Green Property Index published by IPD1 found
that Green Star rated office assets delivered 2.5% higher annualised total returns than non Green
Star rated offices.
1. www.ipd.com/newzealand

Canam Central 1, Auckland, 4 Green Star 
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“Canam developed and built
a Green Star certified office
to create a healthier, more
pleasant work environment for
our staff and tenants. We also
wanted to be consistent with the
company values to care for the
environment through minimising
our energy use and emissions.”
Loukas Petrou
(Managing Director of Canam)

Christchurch
Civic Building

6 Green Star – Office Design and Built V1, Office interiors 2009
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Studies show green rated
buildings consume 25%-50%
less energy than average
commercial office buildings.*
*THE WORLD GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL ‘BUSINESS CASE FOR GREEN BUILDING’, 2013

STAKEHOLDERS AND VALUE

Stakeholders and Value

higher sales
price

DEVELOPER

Why would I want to
build this green building?

lower design and
construction costs
quicker sales

health and
well-being
lower refurbishment
costs

ability to
secure
finance

rapid return on
investment

increased
market value

increased
productivity

corporate image and
prestige value

compliance with
legislation and CSR
requirements
lower transaction
fees

reduced vacancies

slower
depreciation

reduced
downtime

TENANT

Why would I want to
lease this green building?

Tenant Benefits
Lower operating
costs

Improved health
and productivity

Demonstration of
corporate social
responsibility

Green buildings are designed and built for energy and water efficiency, so they are less expensive
to operate.
Green buildings provide tenants with a buffer against future increases in water and energy costs and
protect against services shortages. High efficiency appliances, increased insulation, reduced lighting
loads, passive solar heating and ventilation and water conservation measures mean more dollars in a
tenant’s pocket.

Green buildings consistently outperform non-green buildings in terms of comfort and productivity.
They also show reduced absenteeism and improved staff satisfaction.
Staff costs are the greatest expense in most businesses. Improvements in productivity, through
occupant comfort, lighting, temperature and increased natural ventilation, will have a major impact
on the bottom line. Green Star encourages buildings to offer plenty of natural light, fresh air and
access to views of the outdoors, as well as control over individual workspace temperature and
lighting, which can directly improve productivity.

Many companies, small and large, are yet to
take on the challenge of providing greater
transparency in their social, environmental and
economic practices.
Building green is a clear expression of a
company’s commitment to the environment.
Increasingly, people around the world perceive

lower operating
costs

lower maintenance costs

increased occupancy rates

lower exit yeild

OWNER
Stakeholders and Value, The Business
Case for Green Building © 2013

green buildings as modern, ethical and proactive
– and organisations associated with green
buildings benefit from these perceptions among
staff, customers, investors and the community.
Green certified buildings are increasingly
becoming part of an organisation’s sustainability
reporting.

Why would I want to
own this green building?

MPI Multi Purpose Building, Wellington
5 Green Star - Office Design V1

“It’s clear when you go to
workplaces which are well
designed and sustainable what an
impact it has on the workers and
the overall vibe of the place. The
more sustainable and comfortable
it is, the more positive and
proactive it is.”
Sustainability in the Workplace
report 2012, Australia (2)

“People love Kakariki House.
Visitors and staff alike enjoy
the natural light and real
bamboo. Staff are proud of the
sustainability principles reflected
in the building. It's a spacious
and modern building that people
enjoy working in.”

QUALITATIVE BENEFITS

	Meeting community expectations, especially in
the case of public sector facilities.

	Construction and demolition waste
diverted from landfill.

The Costs of Green Star

Building green
costs less than
people think

Building green does not need to cost more,
especially when cost strategies, programme
management and environmental strategies are
integrated into the process right from the start.

THE PERCEPTION GAP
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-0.4% to 12.5%

Cost premium for green
buildings (actual costs
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This includes developing more than
35,000sqm of Green Star rated
buildings, delivering superior performance
and operational savings for customers.
Wider environmental benefits include less
demand on energy and utilities and the
use of renewable and recycled materials.

Estimated cost premium
for green buildings (based
on design stage estimates
and surveys).
30

2001

Goodman Property Trust’s sustainability
report highlights its green building
initiatives to demonstrate a commitment
to environmental and social responsibility.
They report on how they incorporate
these ideals into all aspects of operations
for the benefit of customers, investors
and the broader community, using
Green Star as evidence.

Perceived
0.9% to 29%

30

2002

Goodman Property

When there is an additional cost premium
associated with building green, it is often not as
high as the industry perceives.

2001

	Contribution to emissions reduction
reporting.

2002

Reduced operating and recurrent costs.

DNZ Property Fund embraced the
opportunity to develop and own this high
performance building. For tenant Meridian
Energy, the building’s sustainable features
align with its focus on being a global
reference company for renewable energy.

2006

	Improved indoor environment with potential for:
- increased staff productivity.
- greater staff attraction, recruitment, retention.

2008

Reduced greenhouse gas emissions.

2004

	Improved occupant wellbeing and health.

2005

Improved energy efficiency.

Improved water efficiency.

The Meridian Building was the first
certified 5 Green Star office building in
New Zealand. A post occupancy study of
the Meridian Building showed that staff
productivity improved by around 9%.

2000

QUANTIFIABLE BENEFITS

Meridian Building

2000

Summary of
benefits

Jacqui Graham, Joint Chief
Executive, The Wise Group.

2003

Kakariki House, Hamilton, 4 Green Star
Office Design V1.
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Green Star Process
1

2

3

Register: The project team downloads the
eligibility and registration documents from the
NZGBC Website www.nzgbc.org.nz, completes
the forms and then emails them to the
Green Star team at greenstarnz@nzgbc.org.nz
Collaborate: The project team

assemble for a workshop with the NZGBC.
This is an opportunity to ask questions and
helps everyone understand the sustainability
objectives of the project and how to work
with Green Star in mind.

Document: Use the "smart" credit
templates to see what documents are needed
to demonstrate compliance with Green
Star's benchmarks and collect the required
documents as the project is designed or built.

4

5

6

Submit: When all documentation is
compiled submit to the NZGBC for assessment.
Assessment: Green Star submissions

are reviewed by independent third-party
experts. Two rounds of assessment are
offered and then an overall score is assigned.

Certification: Successful projects are
awarded a certified Green Star rating and are
presented with an official certificate from
NZGBC that recognises the rating achieved.

The cost of Green Star certification is staggered
according to the size of building. Members of the
New Zealand Green Building Council receive a
significant discount.

ASB North Wharf, Auckland, 5 Green Star
Office Design 2009

Quad 5, Auckland, 5 Green Star – Office Design 2009
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THE NEW ZEALAND GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL
The New Zealand Green Building Council (NZGBC) is a not-for-profit, industry
organisation dedicated to accelerating the development and adoption of market based
green building practices to improve the built environment.
OUR VISION IS
New Zealanders live, work and play in healthy, efficient and productive buildings in a
sustainable built environment. We do this through:
	
Promoting the benefits of sustainable buildings by creating a common language and
demonstrating the value.
	
Assisting the property and construction sector to acquire the skills and knowledge
to be able to deliver a sustainable built environment.
	
Motivating and rewarding the sustainable development and operation of buildings
across New Zealand.

Visit www.nzgbc.org.nz to find out more
about the New Zealand Green Building Council

